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City Council Unanimously Approves Verizon Cable Franchise Agreement 
 
FALLS CHURCH, VA. –  The Falls Church City Council voted for final approval of a Verizon Cable 
Franchise Agreement during their Monday, Jan. 23, 2006 regular meeting.  The agreement marks the City 
as one of the first localities in the nation to award a cable franchise to a traditional telephone company, and 
the only jurisdiction in Virginia to permit three cable companies to compete for business concurrently.  The 
City previously granted cable franchises to Cox Communications and RCN Corporation (formerly 
Starpower).   
 
Residents can begin receiving service Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2006 when the franchise agreement goes into 
effect.  The agreement will last for 15 years.  The service is the result of technology that enables Verizon to 
transmit cable television through its fiber optic cables, providing customers with telephone, high-speed 
data, and cable television services through one company. 
 
As a result of the Verizon franchise agreement, cable television viewers in the City will have the 
opportunity to choose among the three cable service providers. 
 
The franchise terms are similar to the existing agreements the City has in place with Cox Communications 
and RCN Corporation.  The franchise terms are also similar to agreements that have been reached between 
Verizon and Fairfax County, Herndon, and the City of Fairfax. 
 
The franchise terms provide for benefits to the City, including: 
 

• Verizon will pay 5 percent of gross revenues in the City to the City’s general fund, along with a 
$100,000 initial franchise fee; 

• Verizon will pay an additional fee of 3 percent of gross revenues to fund local access television 
operations to be split among the Schools, the Cable Access Board, and the City; 

• Verizon will provide two additional public access channels for the City. 
 
Additionally, Verizon will supply fiber connections between City municipal facilities located in the City 
and will rewire Thomas Jefferson Elementary with new fiber optic cable. 
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